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UnHfrtifj »f CaUfm'nts. 

imum iEuAs PaUu^. * 5 « w«hi Pt, " Pam 

PaHSptng, 2004-200f 

Study Abroad Aarairrh Contait 

My eipetunce ^enVig Cr 2C04-XC6 JcaOenK ^aet «rucAed POM%s Jimr 
RsElii dfij^ AitatR. or *jo9vs fti' n talk Mas SUy deoM in ns>cr9 ard 
stmmriffny icoaPi (voiea Ur^r ^rsardstuayrtg AaprrreryjiM tm 

pcfoa ele, I wasccnWtdy suTQuUM C^«R 20aS EuConsAAcrfl dcsrr 
i cfc(cr di/ricanpayiiha>sinefao>sc<fTiygi»c«horcr^iness in Wtkd Sana 
rili/>fTrii?ri~nnTnT>iirn iM i» iir^t ai mnr nf n tiihf rpir nfrirnrti iA l'i~ in 'i 
debM and tR rcnuryc* FfanmtaCrcd, deolc^^-lwri pcCoaoltua. £ 
inoatftMe teas lode bsdr^ l^nts Fienffi pdfDo 0*«< mrojw of Ihe yaa me 
~iTMT*^iTTf1 irrtn/ ijrtf*in‘TTrm i¥t1r yiir i tf Tr~1 ifctiT imifr r'lrTtnrr* 
iMxm I albri^ nduAig dferyidklBaamg nemt Mnarrard 2C07 pasa^nS 
on&Uie ^S3)bs &iKisy Abaiatv^c*<sntuiDrdConi>Eni)n PiasKMeOd icrTEr 
Frardi PiBdenN^ArV^Banj ffEsBfig 6 abo nerroiaieiotbv'rQOUllBVBxiof 
mrgM fcr 9 Ci ofdei a * ucn d>n>ampa^aWfot4jw»rairqitep»a(»a9aabari] 
kAv i3aib brrrtd me ansRuiixi tatf 

Imnerwn m (he aAiOe dtfferarwss of Aandt ^ctert ai uoNenrb efth thai 
o^ffe ouGhX me de&aoom txou^ rre O e new lewd of Ajenc^ and Hallowed 
me to mete fully apf^eoate (he nuances of language as a poUocal iccf n France. 
My daily corKaci w»m the Fro-EU fl elnc ti the urtNenr^ was balanced by dteci 
eaoenence wth the Frendt piAilct voaferous cfficiAKKi to the apftoadiing raf* 
erendum, both cn the staes of Fate and m re^sns beyond the caprBI. Aflat 
wnne9i9 mass demonsosons agamsi the utaJiuiLri I be^an to reitiM the 
deplete and to see that it was r«i a simole parOsan madet as the poirbeal eire 
wanted voters to taiRve, tail rather an asue that reflected deafer dwte witt)*) 
Frand) sede^ As I traveled m the rural Scaith, I was mpMod to c()f)osing wews 
wfudi made the EU look like a ihreatto Frsndt demiry and prospettri corcepC 
wham wereneter evoked CyFans indectualL Asthevete nearadardfibeotne 
dearlhatiheTCEwas9c«i9totedefeaed.lrTtarveledaltneFrEnd)elrtetrd)i- 
rty to uriderttand why their cDunOymen da±vt u) port the onsRubon whde the 
masses celebrated it the streeb as rf they had won a Idr9e pttze 

Witnessing the referendum campaiQn first-hard was dearly rrotrumental 
ri moOvabn^ me to foois my inerest irito a serwst horers thess, the utbrTtate 
product of my study ebtoad enenence ti Fare. 
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France Says “Non": Elites, Masses 
and the Defeat of the 
European Constitutional Treary 

Nosslt^r 

Umtitrufj 4/ C^fmua, SatfSa 

Intr^dti <t I cn : *N«n 

On Sufkky^ 29> 2005^ f Im Frtoch Bepobtic <nduMJ coe d dw gmMC 

in ie mra bi»My By awide th6TCB(Tmry 

liilun( a Coftituiuion foi Eoicpe) was in ^ rabraodom^ affiMtivaiy 

F«falyiing tbe ptoc^ policed wluia i^moltiMcuiy 

CApplifi^ tMXh the (u])nj Union Pour ia Moav^ment Popalije^ (UMP) puey 
eiid the opposition Pui Sociel^sce (?S> a&d lorciog tbe ra&jgo^ioci cf Pfima 
Muiuter J^ajwPiaM RiAnn's rhree^year oU govnnmenL This cauctysm^ 
oAefi ik&cnt^ by other Buropme u simply bein^ 10 (loa wish tbe FresKh 
people's *pencbinc£orrevolotions/ was the sesolr ofesMee of political^ social^ 
acooonuc and luseoficai fWeors that wlvn combined deaJf adeva&earing blow 
CO both French end Buropaao policicej elites Ac cbe heart of c^conlWon end 
ecfimociy that loepised French voters co reiecc the creary lies e gep between cbe 
etficudn aod peograms of the French pobcicel elite end the values aodeapecc^ 
f iocs of cbe French masses. 

The French gap is noeewoecby it wee so clearly illuserated by cbe 

sefreendum's foloee. Wh))e oclvf couocnee may have iewlers end pr o ^ems 
chat ut unpopolei wich cbe pa^le buc sub&iec nooethelea. there are very 1 ^ 
evaffipias of e popubcion so lorcelUly rejeccinj such a semioai polky inicianve 
endorsed by boeb govetoing end cppesiuon pertiee. 

In jnvescifanng dieeiiscence end nacure of cbe mass^lice ^ep^ my eim is 
CO conceptualise a seeLcy chat seems to fall by the wayside m cbe coocempo-* 
eery polickei science literature Despite newly eaecgeoc ^ 1 ^ 00 democratic 
theory^ voting behavior and pubik opinko in rhe twency«6tst cencuiy that 
have considerably enrKbed our undesstending of both systemk behavxoe in 
democracies and the roots end powet cf opinion, it seems chat one bas put 
their 6nges on ewdy what impact this fissure between ^powet* and Nhe peo- 
ple* Itts on today's policies In this cese^ all of the refrrenduffi's elaaencs^ from 
titt media's coverage of the caapui^ to the behavior of puliticai leaders on ell 
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CMcy bf tb6|ap u fitt rtiereodom iMi£ 

TTui ^jcu^ion wai i>o b«cm iilu&< raced theci wheo oo Apfil 14^^ 200)^ 
Pm Him JacqiM Oirec^ eeget tD stem the t)ck ptammetief suppoet fee 
*his* referenduffi^ orgenjted a a^et of tovihheii aeetjfi^ vxth rvo buAdeed 
Prmh youths eboac it^CoiutKtKioo at the Eiptt Pai^e« hd cAriet mideiM 
Piaj)Md at ceu aa e way cf papula/ myths about tbe Coewiruooo 

aisd ^ booMUSj Oirec's popukfxfy by hjm m a ei^, gtifklEuheriy 

iighi, t^ tefklet^vous betweeo cbe pmidm ai>d hjt people waa eouc^ated 
by tapponers cf tbe CoruticubOA aa the momenc wheo the <ampaign would 
ngheed. Though tbe pm»denc<hoee the copxc <4<ba<uauoA aikl had ataflm 
heikJ^pck the audfeiM^ tt^ ceooe ol" the dialogue quickly cbaAged a<hec 
aboai the pros ai>d cons <i the CoaaticuaoA to a most poigneoc eipoutioci <4 
PreiKh coDcetoi abait the pee&enc aad futuae Aa ce>e young womao fom tbe 
Loffaioe regkes complajnad about titt chreec cf living to con ^ te tbe toba vxth 
Poliah imougraocs wiliiog to week fee lesa chao the mirumum wage« Pmeieot 
Chim demmkd ^ ^talk about the topk m questroo'' aod became agK 
taied Pm id en t Cbi rac waa ao oveewltfimed by tbe tales of urban blight Jong « 
tees urtfTAploysent aial aocwl diacoed apuoby hia audjer>cethec lothe middle 
of the stefvie V Itt tcaaed up hu banda and with a a^gh cf defeat d^bred yt m 
aval (mptmdf^^ <*l don't undetatand you") Such ashcckjng wimisaicn^ com-* 
ifkf from e leedet wl^ peidea bimeelf oo being a mo ^ the people^ waa aysp* 
t^netk ^ the attitude cf autpeue attfl indignatiOA ^bpted by rhe entire edexaa 
d9e<^mM<rulsgelis) m titt month t^fcee and afeee titt telmikium 

fhenrotleni Pufapuceivao on the Franeh Caea 

While the litefatute dieigma oo a aingle causi mechaniem fee voter 
b^heviof lo BU iruegration tefetenduma^ tbeae ia a general conaenaua on three 
ceotral f^ccea being at the heart of vocet choice lO these scenarios^ voter pra^ 
emsce (lati^ poaitroor and ideology)^ P^y afSliatioo and political cIims 
T o a political sc»erviat« these cocuidefatiooa are not surprising to the extent 
thee they are more ofceo than ooc central deiermioants in jay electron and 
viU be at the fetefecnc s alsosc any political actioo taken s a democracy 
What u uoique about tbe role of purty aAlation and neoond pditrca lo EU 
integration voces is the matcef being voted on aceps t^ycod the bounds of 
naticnal politics lO ispuetant mpecta. Vocera in menfeet^statea are voting noc 
only on aosething that will isp^t tittir couotry^ but al si> of tittir feliow 
membet^statra. Additrorully, treatrea thet deepen European scegraticn have 
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Til Ifirtfnfa ^li^ i/Viif l^ir^l 


pfofbcu^ scMCur^ laplxcitfQQS £» tl>6 ifvvolv«l Vi<h fuc* 

ce&54V€ BufoptMii Bufoptt's ftttiMul voltu^aniy Nlifv:(ajsb 

tl£ffiFnc9 of th^ir Miofui MVMi^ray <0 the iopfMitCtful BU Id tht fu/m of 
tAcitt^y EotopeiSi Mixdi<ic)c Vhik this viH doc ^Idsess 

titt iMd of titt ^dchcid Id d&y SubUAt^Vd Ei&biOCl« titt scope of 

the laue UMuid not be uiKlmreted. It is ioipc&uij to me this the ^icmtuie 
ot> BU refireodumi seems to igi>oa these elements, leevid^ them to pditicej 
philoscplttrs like Jur^o Hahemes md Befcreikl Bedle VIttther the ^ap lO 
the hteeeiofe stems from the highly theceetkai level of dw detliM of ftatiodaj 
sovereignty debate^ or from d>e l^k of a gemiioe Eairopmi Jm4s to survey on 
this fisue, the importance of this ^uestkci begs te Airther study. 

fh» Norm«tlv« frimonelen: KepresontAtlon 
%n4 Dtmoerney jftur the Roforendum 

TVoughout the Ixteteioie lies e central iasue that links such of the 
theoretical conversatioci with t^ concept ^ the snaas-elxte gep^ d>e ceue of 
accountability Thtittevtedt that demccratjcgoi^rdntecits exist only as instn^ 
ments for the will and gcnd cf titt people^ at the center of readings od the 
net ore of plebncxtes (Marsh 2000, Hug 2002. (^/otcrup 2002, Gallagher and 
Uleri 1996) end public opidion (Dalton 200$. Stirmon 2004, Zellet 1992, 
Duhamel and Thntuner 200)> is the question c^ responsiveness, (n brief, the 
liteaeiure esks vhat inputs coming from voters are taken icito nounc, how 
leeders respond eikl what cutcoaes dsis process creates. SimiEer in importance 
and nature, we cen cooceve of the ^coudtebilxcy add mass^lia gape as pural^ 
lal problems affecting pcat^ic^ustsial Westrto democracies in general add in 
puesuing aft aoalysu of the ^countability gap, we will be able to make infe^ 
ences with regaid to tbe mass^lia lasua 

Vithio notions of representative democr^, a conflict about vb^ should 
usit (ate dsciifcn^makidgdovetajb with theaaas-eha gap. Tbe debnte here cem 
tets on the oppMieition between Burkean trustee apeeseotaiicn and insetucted 
delegate sepresentatioo. Is repeeseotative deaocracy about ao electorate choo^ 
mg between severaJ cac^xdates, elactmg one and then puttmg tlttir collective 
filth idto decision^makjng. tegasdless of pubik opmioo^ Tbo is the Buskeao 
conception, m which elites not only drive cpiruon but once elected, rveed not 
respond to evolutions in public seotimaoi sic^er^ are the ones fotmiogopim 
ion anyway and thus have a taspMmsibilicy to ^t m the best idterest of the pu^ 
1(C segardiessof opidjon Od the ocher hand, sepresentatiod can al irp be seen as 
a codstaat dialogue berweeci voters and policy makers, m vhkh represeotaiives 
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fnuic u&tkdiA(ly consult cowicuenu befcdt tiding a mac^oa so tsut 
TKi lOiCfucced coocapcion cf iapfmou<iofi is mors connngenc on 

ttpacfsfions Aoc only ol" good govamtiM^ hk4 ie Bo/kan pi^dtutioc but 
ilioon dw ida ol^acouoabilxcy. 

Titt jtfoblem cf miTi rltrt gap u jaiaatiy ijnkad vxib tbe c&ocy c/ 
apaamaiofu TV icgxi may of aodaadanocacy aso cn cht dam tha cka^ 
cfaio govaoMntsae KpaantaivecftborpopuJafm tnoa theyaedMan 
by tVowaiiy Tra a>d tiit daocn As Prmowski saJ Maun (1999) 
it« tVprocas cf£Makl£iif dafionsgma tV^latofwtVcpptfrufucy 
to augn two ^uiiiua to tVn ofbckk. Firstly dtt cjosliry cf ntaodau^ t 

ibow of popula support Ibf cV pobcia ptfopCMl by ths afkliJm or govaomcnt 
bso^ vcad 00. Sscoodiy^ sia? tens at d ccol <i acoonabiLry^ sllow^^ 

vxas to hdd t^r skatsd db (ils aai go^iaAMAti snpMiblc fee pac atm^ics 
ttd tV)t sbJjcy to ahim daastasd policy gools 

As much a apaantitiv< Umoctay bunga oo voting rights^ tbm by 
thsenaivtsat losuf&canctocraa a^sArctive Jemocfak tociay In this wn^ 
Dalton posits tha "political cbmots hav« loog mantantd tha dmoctay o 
enty wotkobla vbsn d>t public ha a high dsgra ^ poliocd lolbanaion akl 
sophistkaioo*^ Thus, ai unmlomwl cuiaory is a tha oacy of aducaad 
aodaa)ipukiiv«dit<s^ aaning that tV public sust V a'pasgooofvitcue* 
tot doffiocmey to to^iva <» Tbc^uevilta's Aacficao super citMi) 

VhiU ourconmnporafy ooras SAd^ipacatioos cfdaaoctak behavior coma 
Bufopa^ tVy have atropluad over tima a>d "hava waaker^ there * Aa 
an mmpia^ Dalton c&rs that *m Franca, the etcewa ol" tba Frervb Revolts 
tioo raised doubts about the principla <i mmi porticipution In additioo. tba 
instability of rhe political system supposedly produced a seruaof and 

people avoided political diacuasioos and involvemenL'' 

Vhile cnany elinst democrats have aiguad in tV past for Burkmo trustee 
septeaencatupn^ ts an ^ceptable solution fee modeeo democracy^ ooa c/ d>e aims 
of tho popet e to investigate the euent to aducb the nft beewean the poiitkal 
class snJ tbe Preodi people can to explained as a &i)ure of French political le^ 
ersbip to practice esustae repreaentation Did the French people m E^c decnand 
to way men tbe Butopean Constitution vaa rafsrenduffi. or a/as s^aone rise's 
agenda (that of President Oiirac and his government) being send by tV vote 
On tV sutf^e, democratic re pr e se ntation is a certain means of assuring 
corresponderM betareen die aspirations and values cf the electorate and tbe 
policies pussued by elected ofEcials. but the reality is tar ante cooplet Hare^ 
the debate canters on the ryture nf repeesentaikn aikl opininn, to what extent 







it j ^ith^r uuk <Hub» Powell l994)ordyfttffijc<Snm&M^M^koFn 
Efibon I99)>. 

Ifv >K^i# 1 994 idkl); Hub» afkl PowtII pn^CAt two vi&jm ^ 
process duf con^ruFtK^ beiw cts i oim> p<cfetcnc€s anJ public polK 
CCS fhat lulAll oaa o( the ma^r daimi c/ literal dmocrac)^ In fbir Mijccicy 
Control Vision, democratic dacMonsarailaaigoad to emttatronj^ singbe^paicy 
maiority fovetnmems rhsi ara OAConsrrajmd bf caber m the policy 

making pnxe& Policymakers do %hac cicittos waot ebem to do because cbe 
ruling party has von rbe maioricy ftoa the election The key stage of tbe 
majority control vuioo n m eiectceal ccmpetiticns^ vbeee tb aggregation of 
jarcy altefnarivee and voter choke occurs, (n this model, coogruer^ is contim 
gent on d>e governing parry bing at or very near rbe pasition of tbe medan 
voter If neititff aitemenve party la close to tbe position of the median voter^ 
*tht majoritarian democratic peocees vil! not result in a government tbt n 
committed to >het the people vanL'*^.T 1 >e problem vith this theomical 
Ifamevork is that ampincal ^idence ahovs chat cAen^ comptition laila to 
produce a purry that is at cbe median. 

In tb Proportionate (nflueru model, elections are designed co produce 
iegesiatuaes that redecc d>epte£trettfes of all atiaens. like L]pharc"s ^cemeasua 
democt^y'' U9E4X the Proportionate Influence n^det paries ptcpcrticnal rep* 
reseotaiion and mu I cipurry elections as rttcassaryco^lxtionsfarmieorities' abil« 
ity to achieve propuetionete influence Tb model occurs in two steger: firstly^ 
at elections, where multiple parties ccen p te thereby rrAectd^g the variery of 
citiaan positions T1>e purties must im converge at the center unless most, if noc 
ell, cititens* positions are near ic Tbe election should create a reflective govern-* 
ment 10 which the petition cf the median legulator or purty should be very 
close toshecc^the m^lan voter. The mcalel is then vrhievvJ through coelition 
formation^ where the moJian peecy sl^uld play a dominant role in the coalition 
Thua, tb at taly of congruence is the study of the rebtionship between the posK 
tions of the pMaUcymekerafkl the position of tb median voter^ 

Huber and Powell signal titt need to reduce the democratic debate to a 
single dimensicn in order to noke it intelligible. By achjeving e single diman- 
siocu such as tbe M^igbc ideologkal continuum creates e ^umdimensional 
duccairse* that can absorb various issues acd structure a meaning^ public 
debate Since "sttaJies ^>ow tlut aiicee^ politkal experts aikl publics are 
able to think about political using the language of left and nghi"^^ 
Huber and Powell argue that citisens can meanmg^lly place themselves on 
e left^right scek^ determinoJ by of the day and party atatudes Titty 
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tlMO wk CO by compaiiiig discard t^cw oc rt che po&uiofi 

nf pohcf^miLSkf fmttM iShd <Im cf cicittfii. Focu^ng oa the <ick 

ttci ovtr tht cutt^ sfiao givto cbe cboic«^ vowrs viil iiwtyi 

d>ocfto sdJiaA p^pcicion as it vai^bc co cltt <antar pociooA; 

(ltt^<OKiuda that <ha Prt^sonionata IndutiM medd aog^fkkr&amM roboit 
1ml of cokfpot0£t^ <31 Wli> cl^ Haiomr Coocrol. Fiddly they scms 
that white c^mimaArs c^ govamffiann aid chair accuaJ policiaa w raraly 
tha ttffia, )f prasacicad with t wida raoga of<houaa whara dnoral om<oma& 
afa preptff iodal. govamaancs card co ba dosaf co eba madiao^ maaiung that 
damocfacMS cra^ Aamrail^ co a high iaval cfaongruaAca. 

On tha od>at ida of chit aoAcaptual dabaia staid Scimaoci^ Mackuaci aid 
Efikaon( 1995 L whoaaa rapra&acicatiOA oocaascaiK but as dyoamic^ which citty 
dafiisaas: tl vhanopiAiOA caaaas policy aid 2) a^n rhaiaprasancatioo syuam 
acre aa a conuol to kaap polky on ccairaa with vocat daffiaidt whan a a p raa c A 
tacivas drift away ftom votaa paafttancas^. Tba ka^ alamanc in tha dynamic 
vitiod cf aapfawitation is aaaponaivartt&a^ which la cha daa that policy malcats 
act basad cai icJomacioci rhay aecaiva borb through sudy c/ piblxc opinion 
OA tpacific bauas aid through d>ait parEcmaKa in aiactiona UeJika cl^acatic 
vitMd^ which poacoUcas that policy^nakarr wiU ^ lO a way that will maka 
chair policias toAciarMly coogrxiant with votat poaioons co anaura ra-d action^ 
dynamic rapaasaocaiion suggaatt that political laKlart hava both tha toots aid 
cha impetus to activdy soak ouc baasoiiy baawaen chair policy actiooa aid 
voaar paafsraAcas As Stimaon^ Mackuanand Erikson afgua« t^causa politicians 
am rationally CBOcivacad by tha naad Iba ra^teccioci^ inibamad about rhifts in 
public opinion aid awam whao aconaanaua ariaaa baawaa o vocars^ madia and a 
political maiority on an laua^ rapMantatroo will ba moat aOacciva wban polK 
crciaiu asMS tlw situation and rationally ancicipata rhiftr in opinion by mak« 
lOg policy according toit^ clwrafay aaaunng ra^teccioci^ (n tsting this thaoay^ 
tlw authors us a dymimic modal which combinas a dynamic with mulci{da 
iidicaroas fardoganous aid avoganoua varablas) co asaass tha atcanc to which 
Aaarican raprasantation la dynamic 

(splalfiing ftofwrwndary Owtaemoa: Franao^o 
Tha rote of puUk opinion In tha hondi rofarondum campaign 
In TUir 4/ Snmson nocas tocausa of clw oppManumey core 

of involving onasalf m politicr^ govammantr garsarally avoid making radical 
changas co axisting polkirr 01 ordar co avod *stirnng tha baase* by rousing 
public 01 came With swaaping^ 01 r^aiiva pot icias Scimson'r insight provides an 
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iAdicitioo <pf<ltt ifiJwrtcic risk by Fwf± pOKuiAf rg ft> 

adopcupA ol" <ltt TV m ioelf was rwo&pid Fiasi ^ h<g^Li^ of 

tV Fmch ifvliJUiOA toward afc^picim ow a&y rype ol" govmmant-^ncf- 
md laicwnve^^. fViA)pi#AwutHao^polky as bmd as>d m s^bolKally 
^tuioaasy as th^ ol"tbaTC£ waaalasga^amUe toV^o W)tb. S^condt^, whjis 
fV BusofMS) CoastuotiOA waaatM^ seep cha otuttr« tVdecettn 

to giva fbe akcforat^ an oppMoaicy to djtoccly acKtioo <ha TCT through a 
tdmfkloA was an aud^xous atap tor a govatosw a ot < V< Preidaot Cluf^ 
adwattoJ had tacooa uAmpriva to pM^pulas ccr>cms 

TV jaMW of irutiaJ nak (O thr TCE tatmodum iS <ocnfMXirvdad wVn 
assasaad iS) tV<orv<m ofaoocbat efSt^mson's poajts about pibLcopoioo that 
*wlala most votars asa igaorafu about pclxtics^ tbay adopt tha paixtkai posK 
tkos of those tha^ truat"^^ Gxvan tVt PfnklacitChjsw:'s approval racu^ 
afad asouod 5)% at tha lAAOUAcemaot of rrtmrvda/y rat)6ca£xoo of tbe TCE^ ic 
j ciaar that from tVcampajgo'sraitaat^Chir^ h^ oaxtVrtha politKairapitai 
oor tV public trust orcaaatfy to V a drosiva voice lo leadiog rhr campoigo 
Breausa of the T^*i importaAce and tha wa^ lo vhkh it was piayad up by 
both tha madia as>d maicstraasn as>d frxaga opposition pastiaa^ hindsight su$« 
gears that a gulf locpicuon ke^rah^ in rha Yascampajgo waaadaci&xva factor 
thr esaatfs fajiura IbsA the atasi of d>e campaign Tha TCT h^ tha 
mental dcadvantaga cf being an issue cseaied by praaxdential 6ac^^^ a ixnkaga 
avpioired aa^y and often by all of tha tseaty'a epponaota, while tV president 
hiffiseUl along with bus ha^^pxokad government lad by Prime Minisrar lU^ 
fma, and was polxtkally uoablr to sell it to tha pubik in aoeUwrtive lashion 
Aiguably tha i^injon keadrrahxp void m rhe Vaa camp cotild hava baao 6ltad 
by aoodiet bugh pro6la figura Aoa the UMP party like self«described ^ardent 
reformed and porty president Nkoks Sasfeoay Tb^ poasibiliry of tha pMSpidar^ 
tougb^ulking Saskoay taking dir rains of tba campajgo and shepliarding tba 
traaiy to victory prasants ao interesting couMetf^rual Vac Saskoa/s decision 
to withdraw ftoa tha limal^ght while Chirac's govammant aalf-destructed^ 
mewt likely in ao eUbrc to bobtet hjs chac^ es of aucceas in the 2007 presides^ 
tiaJ eiactions^ kfc the Yes camp irvohrrant and ultimately ruddarlaas 

Meanwhile^ thr Socialcats ware equally unable to aucceasAilly la^ tba 
campuign Ibr a vafirry of reasons Firstty, tha HoUa^/Tabius split at the top 
of tV parry's leadarahip in Srpaembet 2004 raodarad Socialise supporteta 
too weak to give afiactiva support to thr treaty. While Domimqur Strauss 
Kahn and Lionel Jo^in, as wail as lass viaible Socalisrs like Obviet Duhamel 
and Blcabetb Guigou, ware wrtiva in promoting tha treaty^ the more vocifrf* 
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ous hction, bd J Mroog VP^ ^ r^kii 

w< aii4f< cobscaj^tiy d>«ir mcs4^. Alio^ tb6 Yn Soci^6<s fetu>d 

d>6 SMMVhdc pM^oual &uui£Upa of aJvoci£U>{ t i^ovtn^ 
fMU policy )Ain»ivtwbjl6 bdu>( the munoppMioon Even though EU 
iSiUgMMi bnme a lyKbpin ^ Socrniist ckxtdne lo tht wty 1990^ doe to 
MitumAd't MM»tMhe kfocy a&d <he fok piiy^ by Prim Jospin's 

£ovemaenc (eipecially Foreign Miditter Hubert Volrine and Firunee Midir^ 
w Donuniqoe Sereass^Kahn>in the 1997 AMStetdam a&d 2000 
irqueroorMbia whether cbeSociaiist Paeiy much to gsjn polifKslIy £rom 
i vktonoui TQ rderendtim Whik the peecy kadets tupponing the treafy 
epporentiy dkl ro out of the <oovktioci that treafy was in French's best 
interne^ titty cercamly knew that a wceasAil rtfereikJam would Ittve ben* 
tSced President Oir^ and the fulitf UMP (u n>ore thaa tbeit own paicy 

The void ereated by Chirac's loabihty and Saakoa/s avoedaace of la^e^ 
ship of the Me the rolecfepiruon leadership op^n to the Noia^efs Whda 
nooe of the No leadm boasted ccetttituetKka as broad as Oiirac and Saakoay 
by thetnselves^ together tittir nombees were tonudabk^ coosntuting roughly 
409 of voces ici the round of the 2002 Pmidecital elecuona^^ While 
the nsesrages of the No le^lers dkl rvot always dovetaj) nearly^ ideological 
becerogeneiry was oftt of titt No camp's greatest sttengchs Vhetbet voters 
wanted ro say "No to Chirar * ^o to Fterv± submission to Burt^/ ^No to 
Tliskey in the BU * ^No to econ^ic competition" or *No to redi^ed social 
welfare/ the pMSlyvalence ^ No pM:eic»cns provided ao loclusive umbedU lor 
ell to voice tlttir coocemr. By contrasts the messages of tttt campaign <" Ves 

for ttttfiicure/ * Ves for Europe'') were nwo elusive^ decidedly kssvanabk and 
^porently, harder to sell. 

to anopiakn k^erahip situation in whidi abte meseiges weresoconfo&oJ, 
u becemes pcrtinecic to mvci(v C1992). Point out that *paiblk epm* 
ion e condngent cn tItt bevel cf elite discou&e cbet propk are ^yased to and 
bow quickly the paiblk is abbe to itremabae changes it eLte ideas about poll* 
iic^" Zallar'scoMpooo ofaiite-dr^en ofnnjoosittws tbe potetciaJ tittt Socttiist 
imfighnng haJ for peoJunng spdiovar efleers in meas opinsot. IndeaJ, with a 
puffy ca^ttJ basically in two over an uritt as impMDetant as tbe TCE, the meseige 
transmit ttdfnm titt cette^k It maitst ream dire about tbe treaty was chiefly ooe 
td uncertainty As commanrs Irons both Geoetal Ccnfoieraticn peasidenc 
Bernard Thibault acd kmttt Green Party ebuf m tbe previous chepcer aidxate^ 
dtt bek of maiQStream Idt unity about tbe TCE gaivaiuanJ the fas*bft and case a 
shadowed doubt dtt treaty that reicdcecul the foaasef wary Fmhnttn 
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dw ipLt if tlw tcp of th6 SociiliM Pa^y CM\Md <be Fmch 
ckbato atmc tht CottMicoiiOA to Ai/t from om <OAC<rctfd vxch Bufopcaii 
to a campajgo c^cmd arouod vlut Hoo^^Im a^ Huks < 20 M) ma 
*euluiiv€ natHXuj idFOOcy* Aiguiog that *rlw mora divided a cookery 

tlw mm a^maots within it that mobiliaa a^nic Eoaopaaj) intagration^ 
tha ttfon^ tha caaaal powat of aKdusiva Miionaj idantuy/^^ (o rh& wn^ 
Hoo^ha a^ Marks state that *poljt»cal pamas ara daotiva isi <uaicig tha pu^ 
lic, aiul tha vxdat tl^tf dia ^r aa m anc, tha meet mlusjve idaotity ii aobiliaad 
a^tjmt Bufopcao inca^raaion Dxvitiooi witbm political pamat aaa pKiuvaly 
coftalatad V ids tha <au&alpowaa of axduii venae iond idanticy^asii tbaaiactced 
atran^hoffadecdri^ht paauaa"^^ Indaad, Hooshaand Maikt's dsaoay taems 
to hava cometolifr in Paance^ aa tha tchiam within tha Sccalist Patty baoujht 
a fttw tatof aigacoantt frm tha lafr amphaiitin^ nao-protectiocuttaconomics, 
BU threats to national sccal walfraa and tha impcaaibilicy ofcompatitioci froo 
ebaap East am European labor. Pocoiing votara* thinkiog in a national contact 
alaohalpad tha ri^ht by laavinj tha door epan lor >»oophobk argontaotsabout 
Tuakiah ancaance loto tha BU from the Movoffiant Ibr Pranca and tha National 
PronL A locus 00 tha amtoai thraatspoaad by Eorepaan intagraaion aa artks^ 
iatad by tha No caffip thus sarv»J to fuathar aultivata France*i oam lean about 
Its Aicura idantity lO an axpandad^ lOtagratad Europa whila disassociating 
pcsitiva symbolic and mstitotiooai inysact cf tha TCB frm t^dabate. 

Howavaa it 6 hard to ay whathar tha ahjfr oo tia (aft from adiao&sioo 
of rha TCB's atrribueas to ooa abmc tha potantiaJ thraais it posad to Prance 
hal a Significant impart on luriog voters co nepc lar^ghc nationalwt asgi^ 
mants agaiosc tha crearyt Vhila of vocars identifying witb tbe National 
Prone and Naticaul Etapoblican Movamanc vocad No^ illustrating strong party 
ucjty on tha ttaua» 49% offrr^right votats vocad No *out of opposition co tbe 
Psesidanc of tlw Republic/ whjia only tO% did so oat of coca: am about t^ 
entry cf Turkey into tha Eurepaan Union. Most sigmkantly Iba tasting tha 
Ibf^ghc aspect of the Hooghe and Marks theory; tha coly group motivaiad 
to voca No by tba T\irkish cjurstion ware UMP No vocaas^^, arara most 
Idttly driven by tha opposition of Nicolas Sarkosy and other prcaninanc party 
voices to Turkish EU men^atship. Vith no more than of No vocars with 
lafr^wing parvy idanti&aiion voting No of d>eTuakjsb cpiastion^ it is 

clear that while d>e debate did shift to one about national coocams due to tba 
Socialise splits notably in teams of inspiring paocactiomst and antKapitaLsc 
sentiment among vocars^ this had very limited spiU-ovat aflects for the appeal 
of frr^righf arguments on a broad national scale. 
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Ai ciMVife ifi with cJ>e of th« Fabio^kd SociaLst 

No faction, ih^ bnM th6 iue of an iapcmiw popular co^inva 

mc^hiMion lO whjcb IxiUy cw<Kthirds ^ vottfs Mf (bay hid "MMOjh lofaf- 
miiiCA to mika iSi isifomed about dw TCE. Arcordiog co tbe Bu<^ 

baroAWur pOM-cffmodum survey . several seudws have shovn bow Eu tbe 
setereodum caffipui^^ W)fb is> purtkobr daily prea art kles^ nuffieroui t^io 
ai^ celeviiice) debares ai>d sevefal uleviaioA browkiics by rbe Preajiknt c/ abe 
Republic, chared <la aneoooA c/Frervh vocm"^^ (ocenae media eovera^ 
of (be caffipai^^ the {dethoea of books aAd pamphlets publiabed about cbe 
TCE afkl the hdl involvement of all mafor parties lO tbe campai^ all Ivlp to 
evpiiin why so many Ftencb voters Me tcibrmed enough to voce lo tbe r e fe> 
endum and wby neailp 70% eligible voteta curoed out on BJo:tioti Day Tbe 
mere siae ^ the cueoout compared with other rodent Eoropean^selited voces in 
Freeze such as the June ?0M Btirepean Parliameoe Elections, which garnered 
onl^ a paltry 4^76% turnout ceecainly indicates thee \icuens perceived tbe 
impoecance of the asue on vhkh the^ (were] asked to ^uce""^^^ 

Despite the compleiic^ of the Hi article treaty and tbeeeac/pMWuriog^ 
thetoric and acrimony that dominated the campaign^ Ftencb voeers'conbdence 
in tt^t ability to ta informed about tbe TCB is srtoog evidence a vibrant 
and highly parrkipatory political culture. Vbile the eflbec c^votets in thjs case 
IS impreasive indeed^ the ufucjue feature ^ their undeniable cognitive mobe 
Lie Cion over the tourtt of the tefetenJum campajgo was the Yes can^aign's 
inability to convince such concerned voters of the merits of titt treety Vith all 
the ^vantages the ruling UMP had in promoting the rteaty^ namely in their 
ability to command media actennon through Chirac's umbieral right to tom 
yoke primetime televisioci Ibe olbial declarations. whiA Itt used only twice; 
tittir total control over titt election budget, and tbe high pubik recognition 
and visibility of their leaders, it is impressive indeed thet the No campaign 
was aUe to gets its message out to such a successful euent Tbe No's victory 
becomes all titt more spectacular when we E^tce in tbe overwhelming French 
acceptance of tlwir state's membersh^ lO titt Eurepean Uoion^^ and tbe 
strength of support fee titt TCB at tt^ time of its signing in October 2004. 

Yet titt decisive factor in the No's vkttfy kxus on rhe harsh reality of 
socio-^ooomic conditions in France^ was ccenpletsly overlooked by the gov* 
emment and titt Yes campaign. Here it becomes pertinent to evoke Hooghe 
and Marks's theory ahmt the role ofecor^mic sentiment lO urues cf economic 
sentiment. Staring thet *Ssd>et/te economic evaluetions can be expected to 
influence public opinioo cn European integration alongside s4y«ws9 factors 
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(Bxiinchu^uiet 2002; Bicb^f^r^ and Dal eon 1993),* iikl Marks 

affue fittt ^iMpeiSi tM^nuon 6 pm^v^d by mw cxciMis tD shape tittir 
acoc^Auc in i^ossj senM Cititaos vbo Ael ccn&kns abotu dw aco* 

ooffijc fuiufc pefiOQiUy and far counrry ara hleaiy to tejard Buropaan 
inta^taiion in t ppsiciva Ughx, while those who are faaffal wiU iaao cowards 
Euros kapocim/^^ 

The tacnc of caeoing econcenk possimism into broad Baiosfceptkism 
amon^ the po^Buropoafi French was a chief sarcew of l^rene Fabxus £rom 
the ootsee of tba campaign By ccnflanng problems pJa^uing Fsaiice soch as 
F^rsjstaot unanxployaane, purtiauUity among yotinj people^ and loogdwU 
tears about pension setbrm with aniclre m the TCE which hr argonl wcaiU 
acerbate these pfoblams in the fuiaie^ Fabius mobxliaad what Hooghr and 
Harks call ^subjective economic sentimeof'' a^aiosc the European Conacicu-* 
fiocL Id so doings Fabios fashkoed a pocent kfr^ing issue public mcorp^ 
ratiog several ovetlapping messages with broad-based appeal T 1 >e logk of 
h& argumeof hinged on che already widely held assumption on the French 
left that rvw^libaral acooomic reforms and glcbal competition wete tt^ dirocc 
causes far Prance's dice kog^etm uoemploymectt situation and erosko of the 
welfare state^^ With this consaosus achieved^ Fabius contaoded the gov« 
emmenc hwJ coociciuad pursuing oatKliberal refcms without improviog the 
sock-^ooomic sicuatko Thus^ he argued, the goveeomerw's message that tba 
TCE would improve the sicuatkoshcaikl be re|eceed siaca tbaTCB was in face 
nochiog more chan a cooctet nation of oatKliberal economic polkiee. Clearly^ 
this mmaga held appeal tot aimose everyone on d>e French left For the Conv 
munors, che indictmeot of globalisation and reduced welfare rang rrua with 
tittir cietKMaetiSt worklviaw while union members, alre^y coacamed about 
tittir employ me at by tbe rim cf the Mere/ e sWn^ mdettmmk ^Undetermined 
length contr^t^ a peeturaor to the mucihmdigned and oow defanct Cmftot 
fatwidrr fiwfaavfa (CPB)X were easily threacemd by peomises chat che TCE 
wcaild bring oursouscing ami competition frmn cheap Eastern European ls hi>f 
For young voters* these aigumecits M the constantly rainkrced tears of 
cdevs/funceecaiory) about kb aenrity and entry lato rhe b lve force hilly 
emerged in the anti-CPE strikes and damonacrations of HarcIwAprii 2006 
As tba Canf jiVMrm* post-refrrecidum survey loJicates^ tear abM^c titt TCB's 
neganva effects on rhe French ! e htht market (outsourcings kws of French ]oba) 
was che lading cause far veeing against treary (3 1 % of No voeersL The related 
^because che French economic siruaoon is too bad^chere is too much unenv 
ployment in Fraoca* was the second -most cired reasoo far vociag No (2646), 
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tlM po(±fu roU oi th« ism pub(K isi npiuon 

ibouf cJ>e CMcy ai t mert «xm&ion of camof ^Momk polxott 

thdt« )f pM^tumJ bf (aiificxiMi ^ tht TC£« would hoU daj^mui con» 
Sof rhefoiuie. 

ASduiOfi^tf, thi^ciM MmJi iIm pivJicavt powered Hoci()>eACid Ma/b'i 
tlttofy about how dtf)wac po(it)cat cMva^s mafufai tbatnidw Ea<^ 
pean ifu^ratiMivow.Cootttelij^j thai "If Buropoafi lacagfaiioci coov^rjaaoo 
a ataad-maakat modd« cxtiiana ia aociai dan>o<ranc ScaAdinaviao acodomiaa 
caoatpacc coaaa thaif waUwayacaau diiuead^ whjIaofiMtt lo libafd cnaafeat 
acooomiaa^ luch aa BaicaiA^ ca&atpa^c moaediacnboiiOA/ Hoogba aad Hafka 
affua chat *(0 mc^ dmocraoc lyitama, eba Uh will ba oppcaad to Bufopcao 
lAtagfatiort tad (ha ngbf will ba (uppofnva. Ia libafal markac ay^ttama, 
lade Will auppocc isiugtutc^ ai>d fba will ba <^»pMd Tbt( rhaoiy 
canajot^ holdi ia eba FaeMh ca&a, puftkulafiy givaci tba dacHiva imp^c of 
fha Socialise afdic, wbda uAdancoAOj <ha difEculciaa (Oharanc in racooriliO( 
Aacicauj idaologMS wirb EU policial lo a mofa (aivtii Sanaa Although itftat 
oppo&uion CO EU intagranon a ooc upnaunc in PratKh politics^ the pat<a^ 
fioo uilavatad among cltt Praoch Ma thai the TCB would aflaativaty araaa 
fha PracKh walfaaa seaca so chraaeaoad the cm talia6 of Socialist, Comffiuajst 
aisd Graan Paicy laadaes ami sympathjaars that avan avowadly pA>BufopaaA 
laadm idee Fabiua roea op fo v^rulantiyoppM tf 

la cottltaling diaoision about how carcain a&pacft of cbe oarura of pu^ 
be opiAum can a^piaiA eba outcom of cbe TQ sdaraAdum, if la iffipoefam fo 
ackoowbadga tha axcant fo wbkh titt ranoa of iha campugn was dcanioaioJ ty 
what tha bMCuaa Ceapacially Dalton 2C02) ratisn to aa *OU Poikks* uauaL Tha 
abtUrycfflttNo can^aign tofapiAto che Ptaivh nuasas* lafadcbcwfiUry towards 
IVaa cnaakat aroe^Aucs la a eesoundingiy pow c rtxil aagumant m sappoat of fba 
masa^tagap aa fittdnaiva ticfoe m che tdarandum oufccane Claari^, tha 
Ufa cf titt abta-domioaiwJ Yaa iaadarOup to tacogAi^ fba dapdt of ft^r counefy^ 
A>eo'sdjiiika ofcapfahaa ami tltfit lAabiliry to tteampe to coAvima vom that 
jACfeaaad aDfoaoea lo fra^cnaaWc coAfotiooo could Mp tha Ptanch acoAOAty 
tubraaAifaafkiAgoci a ralaeaAdaay voca, aaoka aaoneof cha aoeafaocaarK goueem 
A>aoc Auacakoknooa about conat^cuemy aaotimaoc in racent maAtteyt 

Vhila tha Hcogitt aAd Maaka claim about the folaofacoAomk saoumant 
10 iofluenciog public opiojon on Europaan lasuaa a avidantly validatad ia th& 
casa^ eba feai of capitalism aAd globaloaiiCA tffitMxlkd ia fba harab rhacooc 
of eba No ttama to indicata soAwebiAg aoea pecAaiod withio Ftaoch polifkal 
culcuea. Though fitt Soc^iat Paacy ^opewJ htural acoAomks in the waka of 
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ihtcu^ittophtc njt)Mttii2^ioci uf>d«nakFCi bf ti>eMitumAd FF{ia6 

1 96 1^1964 CO tiM p<HOCtlttcMicmfftod<mhdhjs pMidcocy byuKcns- 
6ill^ a<^ociLU>(^optiOAoffltt Ki^Ny lib^tal Ha^nidM Ttaty is> S^pun^ter 
1992* h<Imt thii cooMfuui hts not ai ytt become t cnijocicy 

pQ&jfioci CA the Preoch Ie6. Vhile the mitty offtMA titt wotUi fifth- 
i^f^e&t ecce>^y e&d e central member ol^the vorld's vealthien 4f»trade2oae 
ii Widely kooem eeourvd tbe ch& &jfuat)on ytmt to boU hale wei^t 

fot Prmch voters Tbe enduring pawet ol^Oid Politics in Ffence seems to dy in 
titt iWe ol" nwh nf tbe public opinion hceratuee (nceebfy Dalton 2002) asgu- 
mg that New Politics lesueasuch es immigraticn c^il fights questiom 
aod envifoo mental concerns have surpassed debases about economk phiios^ 
phy in advanced Western democfaries. 

Voter Inhevlwf In th« Frwnah ftofomndum 

At she pails^ it is c(eas that French voters debed some cf the central the^ 
ties about voter behavior^ and speaficaliy voter behavior withio tbe content of 
BU ifHegration selmnda^ within st^ lirereuire 

Among the ceotral theories about vceer tnhavioe lO BU-relased tefetenda 
thee biled co hold up m the French ceee is rhe widely beid at^mecic CHug, 
Ptothfo, Marsh et. ale sc J that EUfelefend urn outcomes can be peedicced based 
on tbe institutional and legaiutic natuseef d>e reisrec^um in question While 
meat f ete a endum theories argue chat tbe French rabrecidurn, which was a non- 
binJicig, advisory selmrvdum by the govemnseot^ would be quickly 
duaegardeil as unimpoetaneby voters and used as a vehicle to sanction tt^ gov- 
emmenc However^ only 1B% of No voters were morivated by tbeit *(opposK 
tion] to he President of the Bepublk/tbe National Govemment/certain polin- 
cat parties*^^ While not an msigruficanc number, 189 is a clear minority of 
No voters and was only the lousth-iargest stated reason Ibr votiog No . which 
effisccively allows us co reiecc the predictive value of classification d>eories in 
this instaiKe. (n lacr« the high turnout rate and ardent issue^enrered (Marsh 
et al use the term *&rst^p(deO debate easentialty relutes the hypothesis that a 
noc-biiding referendum would be unirvteresrmg to voters 

le reality no parry or le^er ever asgi^ that the TQ rdaseodum was 
unimpoetaAt xi diro^t A jmt impiicetionr^ though the UMP- 

controUed ynrikment did n^ddy che French ^nscicution in cadet co allow Ibr 
tt^ TQ\ eumrual implementatkn^ the voee JtfM importam si^e 

Prasideoc Chir^ wculd have autcenaccally signed che creaiy hul it won out in t^ 
ralarendum Punhermcea^ despite che unpopular status c^Cluracaial the RaAarm 
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govtffiSMnty pATfy sought to ilJsrega^j Kht pgft w ftJujn of govern-* 

ment otfjgiAS Ici fact^ both the aikl Nooampajgos wxoeded m urkkrscofiAg 

titt TCfi'a iapMSMe fbs PrajK^Y huM, albext vxth vafying ckgMS ^ si^cm 
Vhile fbedebatt akmt the TQ rafnaiMd highly laue-ceocered^ ic ta f^Mhe^ 
ins clnr chai ^ncond-oedet" (drastic) concam h^ ao OAdeiuable iffipoccon 
titt vott Jnpu the auccns of boeb caAspaigoi as oonvincusg tbe pubiig of the 
tmcy'a ifispoetsAC^. As the sjgoificatte of clomestic eccesomk oceums, whech 
were the chieftnonvefoe $7% of then vbo voted No<if we^d tbe 19V ^ No 
voters who eud *rhe TCE )S tco libetal/ thjs totoffies even mofe poeeoO atcnc^ 
titt No's suoens at hekusg PfaAce's current ecoe^mic wcoa vuh a bleak hituee 
as vhkh would only worsen oorvlitsofu wees the day 

Alio UA&ufpnsiogi); tbe UDfOpulaiiry of tb^ Clun£ segane ao 

iissp^ fica rhe No, albeic a amaBn ooe chan tbe literatun would suggest. T1s6 
tre^, which held as an mspoecant reasoes anscesg all No voters, iodising those 
identifying with titt UMF, icalicecee e certaio amount ^ evidec^ e io £avof of 
Sdsoeideraml Weiraesws's'punfihstnrtrep'' tittory The paioishnsenc rtagpe^ 
diets tiM BU integrenon refeeesduns outeotm wiU kjngo abneat eoMsely on 
titt popikTicy ^ the cusreot govemmtnc since selmcidums an d^n seen moee 
as govetonseoc popularity cues tests chan booest legaJative coosulcenons <rhis 
u paAiCulasty true in Pranev ^ the president's uoiUterai power to<aU 

re<Mrklusfd>.Trbiktbesimpliciryand enspiskaj relevaiscyofthis rhetfy isevH 
dent, ( M that lO the Prenchoase, tbapuni&hmtnt trap is sonsechiogofa ^ile 
afgumenefbr dseTCB's tailure. Even though icisinlwrently logical cornier thee 
voters reieceed agoiemmene^ndorsed nseasure unsply because it wasendeesed 
by cbe ufspcpulae government, tbe pioishnsenc reap does oor explain tbe TCB's 
&dure since showed che treery vinmng out in late Fabruuy; when goverrw 
ment appeovai ratings were at e nveget 29%. Of course, as support fee the TCT 
plummeted, so coo did the popularity of alacced ieedets (Qsir^ bad an approval 
wesgo( 24 %oojune 1^, 200^, cwodaysafrer thttreary waaddeared), but it 
u impossible to idtotify a n^noceusai relaticnship between government popa^ 
iaricy and che defeat of tbe referendum. Tb sum manta, though empmcal evk 
dem provides c^npeKeig partwl support fer this tlwey in the French case, it 
says bale about tbe rapid moventeots of voter opinkm on che TCB incerest 

me more than titt actual outc^e ^ titt vote icsdf 

Aoocher uruque fecet of tbe TCB vote was the way in vbkh the No canv 
puign managed to conflate the question as ec once a European concero aial a 
question with huge domestic impbcetions. wkidi makes the case something 
of an oucliar in die BU refereodum lireraiuse. In e situation that defies tbe 

lOi 





&TM s^cood^afckr <ooi»dmfiooi debate, th6 afganwfu flut TCT 
presFAMd Mt only d <Muifi\ui»oci ol" fb6 UMP g w t&rtwfw's ^ooomic 
/« but i c^xcdiufioci ^ <ltt ^{ov€n)m«cif'i fiMKlibtrai 

^vafU£«d (be mu public fo w fitt TCE as i meruc< co both FmKh ud 
European social dmocr^. Tli& frame of miod daepeoad tha Msa^lita split 
<hat maaifraead iodf aJofi^ ^^eoffaptucal a^ accio-ckmograpluc lioas oo Hay 
29^ Tiva furaL^aibaj) votar dichoccay was ata/k aa 619 of voaera frua fueai 
araas voted No cue of frae that rhe TCE would worsen cbe nesaaiva employ « 
ment sicuatsoo in Ffaj>ce of Pansiam voaad Yes 

oftitt craacy*! imponaiica m pirsumj Eoaopaan constrac?ioci(479) Vhen ata 
obsefve that 769 of manual wockars votad a^ajnst ite treaty cue cf coo cams 
about c^petition aod a ioaa of socal sarvkas a4^i(e rhcaa wofkinf m dw sa^ 
vica sector came out 5S9 in lavtK of the TCE because a was "easential bf pu^ 
suiO( che process ofEurtipeanconaerucbon" (409) and because it "stren^ebens 
the Euaepean Uojon over tba UmceJ Seacas* 059X becomes cleae that eba 
frame cf rafaraoca aduch vocafs heldwhao caacinf theit ballots was contm^ene 
on d>eir placaaant akn( a ^oaaa^eliM" aiis That a to aay that lor No votets 
consumed with pr e se nt aikJ hitua domestic economic laars^ domestic thinks 
inj dicored votes behavior while elite thinkint was abstt^ted to a Buropcafi 
level With vocars linlung the TCE with the hirure of the European projo:t« ooc 
Praoce's current economic plight Intetestingly in a result that might be com 
sidered suipeiaing given No voters' overriding concerns about the employment 
sieuatioo^ unaaployad votersU0% the active popuUtioci>wete split 
between the Ya and No camps Vbather this even split stems from conlusion 
about the treaty's benefits (or lack tbeteoA lor the unaaployad is unclear but 
the l^k cf support among titt unaaployoJ Ibr a reform that rhe government 
strssscJ arould peoaoee |ob creation is a peofeund indicator <f how ineAactiva 
titt Yes campajgo aus at coovinciog voters of the lus aents, even those 
meat desperate Ibr change lo d>e economic situation 

Fuathetaore^ despite the Yes campaign *s message tlut the TCE was crucial 
tot the fiiture of France^ voters largely igoored this appeal. With )99 
of voters aged sucing agaioit tba treaty oat of lears about its impact 

on che ecooomic sinsaiioo (369X young votets aloog anth middle-aged vot* 
ars (4C^54, who votnJ 639 No) cooscituted titt scsoogast opposition to tba 
TCE Somewhat surpriaingiy voters 35 and over ware tba oaly age group to 
si^spoec titt treaty (349 Yes) out of support lor European cooscruction (339) 
and *£or titt future generations'' (139X It is incareating co note heta that tba 
much maligned "tatiramenc generation" was sore supportive of the treaty 
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tiuci th« ccttpkiciofpdyiftg s^ios' p^fuion bmfi<s 

Bu< as IS <Mi6m€d b^ sisd Dat<h Bufopcifu bom 

doling Of juic aftff World Was II m tha most stsuoibly pro-EufOfPCnii soc^ 
dimograptuc group lor <lnnr hiMOficsl si>d symbolic msoos 
AMtte cn^isl dm uodecs^omd m cJw 

ocokily ii> stf^b<wscudirsofEU iiMgcmoo rd^mdums, is d>r tok cJ puny 
ifilufiOA ici decerainjng wet brlMv»or Hare, tbe Frmcb cw wffd si or^ kvd 
tocoftfim tt^impofUMof party sAlisLioruD pndicuAgootcome^ partKuJaily 
it cJ>saxtramasd"cJ>a politkal Wich959 ol^NationilFrowMNB vot* 

mtf>d 94%of^tnminist ai>JC<Ptnmofbat^£&iutidvMasMiiV} cha parry Uor 
in rfjttTmg treory, cba comUsioti bacwm rstanffi^parcy idmtibcasiOA nnd 
puffy loyalty vocmg wis vary strong in tbrrdmndum vo^. Siaibiiy^ chu crand 
bald Ibf wars rdanoVingvitbtlttUMP.ia abdl 7y%tfUMP-loyalvoaarsoa£De 
out in aupporc^cba treat); abowiog chat d>a govarontant aras it (aaat 
tfi rallyiog isovosuppcitars totitt party poartion 

In i raturtiQg d>an>a^ rha scrangtb of tha potty aAlULion hypMXhaair was 
trumpad by tbatrotar^kfL As notrd ir> tha previous ahapaar^ tba rmiw shift 
10 Soaialisa opinions of tha ttaary torwaan tba Datrmbar 1^2004 lotaroal tcaa 
fio vhicb 59% cf porty srmbars voted to suppon the TCE>and tha behavior 
of SoaiaLu^ID voters on election day^ wl^ voted 61% Ibr d>a N<k is evidrota 
of tha irtfiart of tha split at cba cop of d>e party biaaarcby and rha soccass of 
tha No ciffipuign in rallying Old Politics to tba <auaa Tha aroaion 

of cencTf-Irtt support Ibr titt treaty was avao aora rapid among rhe Greacs^ 
vb^sa icitaroal voce lo March 2005 narrovly cama ouc in support of the TCT 
(53-47%) but as cha polls h^ tha aama 61 % of No votats as tha Sotialisca. Tba 
Gtaan Parry's scacusasascausKhlypr^BU parry makes dsesuddao shift all tba 
more iiB pens ivaaivd can beast 1 1 bu red CO tha nffiafaccors thatoauaad cbetrao^ 
Ibamation in tha Socialist vcaet p^itiona^ oocably Aeoppoaitioa co tba traacy 
ofkay pasty lanlars (nocably format Gtaan Parry Praaidant GiUasl^maira)and 
impoacanc I^ Krf ucuoaia (ncaably cbe CXTT)^ which nWa ct^ tteary unaccapr- 
able for Mc^aaaing votets concerned with socal esun. Clearly^ titt incraasing 
coaunasas tha voter behavior scholarship that era ase wicneasing a dadioa 
in pasty stsangdi (Franklin. Maslua and Valaa 1992 ; Dalcoo 2004 ) in tha Eu:a 
of an impecc of isaua positions on vcaet behavior is damonstrarad in 

the Ftencb case by tha inaSactual rda playad ty centr^lrft French portias in 
producing strong si^poec for tittir cficial p^itions with regard to the TQ 
This liM of thought can help eiplaio not only why the mass public on tha 
caoter^lalt broke oAcal pusty lines dusiog tha reStreoJum caffipuign^ but why 
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f^cy ft^frheti Fuch ai H^fui BMffiiAutUx, Jwv^Li^ M^Uficbofi 
ttd luMt Pabius able to avoid baiog etpdJad from tlw Scicalivt Paicy 
ovacias fitty vorkod tlw scatad pttitiMV 

and tha TCC: A Hauaa Dividad alany 
Masa-lllta ilnas 

A titciicn indicator ol^tha compIrK taxtufaof "n3dabato<^n from tba 
imporcai^c cjuasrioo ^ aom aocivanon lo rrspooao to tltt cjuwion "Vhat 
waa fitt kay akmacit chai iad to four vota lO thjt fa&raoduA^* votara wtt 
idaiukaliy tplic barwaan ^ovafallopiiiioci ra^aaabnj cha Euaopaaci Uaion* aikl 
*opifuon 00 tba acon^ic and roaial ntoation lO Franca" (^29 a^h) Moan* 
vhila« ont^ 18% of votm ftmit daaitioo baaad orv cJ>ait opinioo d tba 
Burof«an Cooaocwioft ajgoalinj rha lapananca of rha oatkoal^Buropaan 
ciaava^ m influanciog vocar bahavion Tittup 52% Yaa votm wara chiady 
monvatad by opinion of cba European Unon^ it a rtriking that a AtU 
47% No votaravata mainly aocivared by d>ait taaliofr about tha tccal and 
acooomic ricoatioci in Praoaa Thjt rtark and dactajva diridacan ba atcfiboiad 
to maaa-alita gap Pos Praocb abtaa^ <ba Buropaan Unioo la a aaanin^hil 
ancicy. Political and acof^mic alxtaa hava toma knovladga of tba BU anJ aaa 
awara ^ irt artionr aa arall aa tltt oiganiaatioo'a daap intact on many a&p^aa 
of Prandt li& Hovavar^ tba cnaaa pibbe has ralarivaiy 6tv coonaaticau anth 
polihcai Europe otitff chan tba auftt tbay oao« tha BU paaaportt t luy hold and 
fha cwalvaHtamJ flags loataporad witb tba PraoA TrmW on pubik bujlc^ 
logt. Tito dmioicy amoog political alitaa lO FtatKa ovaf cha TCB^ aspacially 
on cba did littla to Europe team mora important co tha Franch 
maasaa oebaa than aa a tbaaat to chair saaffiingly | Fft>r a ri ^ n amploymant tic^ 
ationa. Witb rbia diffianaional dxvida io haod, wa can ciaarly rao ofto of tba 
cacitral obt racks to Eoropaan intagration as tba balancing act nation Htaias 
miisc prfmn baewaan atplainiog tha tffipMMam and pocaoealicy of a polite 
cally uniflad Borepa cotha citiaanry ad^ik timultaoaousiy proiactingan imaga 
of conrtol ovaf avanrs in tha country thay oonunally gomn (o ttto caaa of 
Pra^a, ic oclaar that tttogovatomant'seommitmane toaducatoitt citiaans on 
tha importanca oftltoif mambaasbip lO tha Bufopaao Unko and cocMltivataan 
uodatManding of its hiarory^ insntutioos and hxtute tok lor tha Ftaneb laavas 
miicb to dasirad. If tito Bufop^ao pao^c it to continua to bold appall in 
Praoca, it is claar that tha political aiito must ^jdraat this istua with vigor and 
hasta if tbay hop< to kgitimaia tha EU^ and ebair owo voatbioaat as ^opinion 
laaJm/ to tha macs public 
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fht Norm4tlv« Implicjli^ns 
of liiropo's AlfMlr with tho T€I 

fr4fK4 today: A <rkls of rapraMfitation) 

Wlw ii cJ>t MpoK of Fancy's atwcbpt co ra<ily tl>6 Trtaiy Mabl^shu^ i 
Cooitumioft via j efr j eftduffi lo Mh^kai tba 

Ha^ 29dt> 200 ) vott did link tochaA^a the Frafvb poliocai UAdacape. Pmk 
defu Oirac ramaiAad ta otSc^ .Fanca o stdl a pM^waritil aambar ol" tha Eu<^ 
F«aA Uqjoa, wbjch stdl cf^ratcadajly baaad oa rhaproaocobcftha Maaaarxcbc^ 
AmatafdiAacidaocb^maiigfvad Nic^fraiiaa VhikcbtlUf^iCiftovanmaAt 
wta (opptod by tW ikfrai ^ d>a TQ, it is liMy chat cbt gova mm aot wcaiU 
hav^ collapad avtn aooott OAdaf rba vai^ht of m owo uApopala/icy aba 
impaodiAf faftranduffi had not lorcad a abow of povaromacti uAicy throughout 
fha campoigA y^xod Paalamacif via not dcaaoNad and a nav Etapablxc waa 
Aocdacbrad^ thioga chat aothat^maa happan vban puliticat cacadyama happen 
lA Fraoaa 

But in feai tarma^ much did Chanda PratidacttChmr, vlulasciUin^ca^ 
^aa polmcaUy kilkdon May29th, 200), and tb< good thutima'^^^cotdinp 
to auabor Prana^tiviarCkabaft Tba mw ^^ovammanc, lad by Cbjaa£ pto^tfi 
Dominiquada ^Hapin, haa to cooAooc tnajoa Joma&tk ctiaa aa tba tu^ 
urban poor, Ftancb tcudanca and union voakm Ittva cnanilattad tl^i/ profound 
diacontaot witb prasaot condxtiofu and iticura raidama by caking to cha straata 
Ji Octobar 200) and MarcIwApail 2006. Tha Euacpaan ^nwituaon, though 
fatidad Via rafrranduffi by Luaambouag oo July 10, 200) and by tba Bttonan 
pnrlamanc on Hay 9th, 200d, haa affsctivdy baao ahalvad by tba European 
C^miaion, taiaiog cha quattion of adu tha next uap wiil ba for titt Eui^ 
paan Uoion In aum, botb tha Ftancb political claaa aiul eba European Uoion 
hav^t^an iodalibly waakaoad by titt cnaaaivadafWcfMay 200) and European 
vocert have now pui chait leadatt oo nonca to pnxaad with caotion cha naxt 
tima titty dacida to diraetty ctinMdc tba pocpia abouc any policy iniuativa 

FrocB a rttrmativa partpactiva. tha ^i^da putt aaveral contampcraiy pae^ 
iama abundantly acudiad m tttt polincal taanca Lteratuia ato clear ibeua Piast, 
dtt pecbkcB a democratic dabcic m tba Euaopaao Umcn, Ittcly dafcmd ty 
acIttUrt on both aidaa cJ dtt Adantk, haa baan e/aighad a> on by cha FrarKb and 
Dutch peopla. Whatittt vota& oppotoJ titt TCE bacauaa ik^frMtc aiul Union 
*^1^1 cotttercu ot aampiy (kit atsufSciaoiJy lotonwl about wftar 

dtty wara vonnjt cn, cbe Noo anJ tha Naa ara claar avUaoca of a dbaonaoev 
baewean Europa^ €tiaMn{ autitutiona anJ cha damaeda cf danttcra^ That tba 
BU failad to play an wrnva tola io tttt domaauc TO campejgna^ and Ulad to 
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organ i 2 £ t teMrfUttJ, k^innute ADd^quai ntibcttion poxes is a crstiMoc to 
ibe cegsfuwioo^ veaknre it the CMr^eMUte irvei and to its inrbtUry to work 
Ji the lOttsew of is ataeos ec an iiklividuii kMH. Gtamd^ dw <arm scAxnur 
otfbeEuroprin UbM s i *Frdrtsioo cfNsioo4<arrr" mekes EU ibierveciuoA 
dAcoit^ but icis IMS ifihu poaibitiry bsl not been raised tc&re Icil^c. ape^ 
p^i s bold a smdtaneour^ Eutopean^wide refetr ikhitt oo ebr TCE ws m^ie 
by viMua n>et^fc«ra cf European Parbanienc 04EFsX by Doich Chri^ 

deo Deffiocret ifkl^csti tut ionei convent 100 member HaniaHaij^Wi^^gm Tbs 
spread) would have haJ arrious wjveoce^ tor tb^ BU^ the membrt-acem end 
above elL European citiaenr for svecei reettoa Fimly. ^e sngkEurope^dr tef> 
emkhiffi would tmen chat dsciciarfu ^ebr BU member ttetrr would be treated 
s one con&tituency*^^, uni^iog Eoropeen cineenry s both symbolic end 
dCrctivrlrvebw>d creetir^e jienuineaMeolEaropeencftiaMlep. F uf th e rmoee» 
using tbs nsthod would eitow "(cf ^ipcupn ^ tbe Eoropcen Coosticution wuh 
e simple mejceicy (maybe cumbir^ with a maroscy of the ataerry^^ gteatiy 
siffipUtying tbe retibcanoo procear. 

Aooeber impoecenc feature is tist ic would "start Trom the prreumption 
thee principal sovereignty was already at the EU ievrr^^^ cterifying 

lasueaoraccooivtabilitvafidconsequenrly redunng the BU'ademccreticde&ic 
However aba goal of imking genuioa democratic progress by using the TCT 
ratification procasr es a testing ground for pan^Eusopean voting was viewed 
by most European Parli^mcanans as "legally and politically uosoalirric"^^ 
because ol" custom Cpurrc^tbe "opting in" pric^ipul of rbe BU is that member 
acacesbave rbe tight to vota individually on whether to deepen tls Union) and 
due to reserktioos in the Measrrkht T>eacy^^ 

That a srtooger attempt was ooc nnde to unify voting proceduses at tbe 
European level within tbe TCE is a testament to tbe ala^c impoasible conv 
pkticy of" tbe European project lor European political leaders and lor citiaaos 
Vhile a move towards uoj&caticn cf European voting makes clear lor 
Europeanists and advocates of democracy^ it poses peoblems on a number of 
levels Abandoning individual member state rati&mtion of Eun^ean treaties 
wculd be ao enormous renunc Ation of sovereignty on tbe pure of the BU m em- 
ters« wbo would effisetively lose the ability to negocure European treates Thu 
in turn would constitute a A move towards European federalism 
this type peccedure would e^unentially strengthen the sovereignty of tbe 
European Union aivd allow it unilateral powers of initiative extending beyond 
Ks current spheres of control. While some member states aivd lasers are wid« 
ing to make these cof^essrons right now, it u certain that a debate on thu 
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would highly ajklpC60ibiy<hMt£Aifig to d>e rasuAg 

htfd^woo gAiQi of the BU 

Bu< X IS «qudl^ <lm f camoc pfocei of hu 6 c»im is too tu>widdy 
ttd ajijasc to to wcoicod M d thwMticil Imi^ tho<umra pfoce&s pfwrtuJes 
titt mergooce ol" a gofiuioa Eufopm) poluKii <ukuio« sinct xi ii asgasbly V€iy 
difBcuIc (0 <OMid^ onedf d "Bufopoao'' whwi ooa oaI^ voms oo Eurofo u t 
Prtfuhmsfi. i SfufbSftl <0 i Ducdunsii Katpifig ratjfaasxoo ai tht futioosj 
imi kaw Euro^aii pfogrm 10 titt oAoo locompmof ^ saU^ioc«rec^ 

Msumal ooctiM Eo/c^miUaioo o( the cifttom. As the pirsuxi of Buf^ 

pew tfiMgrafiOA cootuiaee^ the insight of e^^^mmissioo Pmidem Jai^^ues 
Deioesthac cwim roMKilemtegra^ioci aiklecissgemeeif bydi&rentiatMi 
iloiw" rxjigs ma* if BU is to ssbieve genojna iosmcui lonal and dmocracK 
p fo gs e as iJi (be funire^ o wiU have to do so by having les mem bets 10 concetc 

fee the greaser good nf the Unxon^ 00c as indieiduai states by thetf veey Msure^ 
titt 200) TCE eefetendum camgoigns wm anwoe eeks to d>e feruse <i the 
Europeao Uojoe^ chat no cegaAisauoei seeking to bocooe a world trirW should 
take Without being able toenercaoee induacKeover Aeoeitcome. 

Titt question of Im to go about refeemaig Eutopew eitegfasion inco a 
geoiunely £us and democteck systaffi presents deep ase diibult 

to resolve io a defect feshioru On che oc^ hand^ the EU seemingty caom move 
fervafduoul icscoostitution lus banw^opsoJ inorttfermoranott^ by dievafk 
ous membet states Ybt this oannot occur uruil the ratidcaiion process has been 
sul&»ently deoocretcoJ co ensure that ail dse amber states see given equal 
say 00 the mattet Giveo this *Caidw 22 " prftLcamecic, ai which the countervail^ 
mg ioetitutional fefces <£ nanooal irwerest and the Eutepean Union have seem-* 
ingiy peralyasd progsess^ several epekns present Aeaselves as potential solutions 
to the mfM. The easiest solutkn from a Europhile's perspective would sm^sly 
be a r^ratdy che TCE through naticnal perbamanrs ac^ fetget about titt safe^ 
endums. Whik cha is 00c p^<hu m number states whidi ro:(uire sderendary 
^proval c^ chaoges a che national conscituaioru it would be coostioiticnally legal 
m Ftaoce. Giveo titt ease wich which chaoges to che Ftfth Etepubhc Consatuaion 
were approvoJ by Fseodi legalators co allow fee iaplemeocation c/ titt it 
seems chetporlttaentary rati&ation would pees haodjiy Yet cha would pohtk 
cal fee Ptesxlent Oveae^ titt gcweenmeoc aod die BU^ acal the ulcimete 

maoikstatioo oftitt tnaes-alxte gap m whidi elite poiitkal kwkrs simply go over 
tta Ittads of titte stay eepsewnt to thieve chea policy goals wub r^ regard fer 
prevailing publsc sentiment. Swch a step would sem only to mf aoothes layer 
&cm Pfam'sdete norat aig r e pf e sen cational strwuse 
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With fhs pCAsibdity others wmifv* aodiiying the 

ffichf Trw^ (0 abrogiM m^cbt<r$<MS' ci^n ifvt^ratiMvpMMK 

ttkfi iShd ftw tlw EU cootfo) ovFf the proc«Juie« o( itumpcu>{ lommenuJ 
cluAjM withio the EU in order to build a popular <onimu& lO ievor <i the 
CMseicutfCA afid chtn^ voters' about the TCB Since tbe former opeion 
wceiU imply t ecroeij move towards fodetali&ffi« for wbich chete is lirtk 
comensas^ ic a very urUdcdy ttmKCMtci o^tt mte^rerion meitm viH ever be 
traoekrred to rltt Buropaao bevel m the near-term the aoec feasible way 
to proceed would be for the EU to woek to bobcer ira eepoeatioo m France aod 
the Netherlands while aodiiymj the creecy by raaoving rt^y of the objec* 
tionable economy rules ar>d jerwrall^ ahoecer>ing it aaake icaoee ac<mible 
to citiaeru Of <ouree^ diis process would completely undetcame the voces of 
ail the that luve already ratibed tbe document and consocote an of&ciaJ 
^nuition of defeat oo the part ^ tbe Uruco^ buc io cbe lonf run it seams to 
be tbe only lesitimace and viable way fot Busope to have its own constitution 
under the present legal aiul iAStitutionaj conditions 

Mnsi-llltw fleaurni and tht Nn: 

fht I m pi I eat 1 0 fie af a Cflolo of ftapraeantaeian 

The visicn of modem demccracy presented by the behevxor of French 
leaden during the TCfi rtferendum campaign a an unpleasant om Seasching 
foe general popular approval and a single, dehiung acc^npbc&hmenc in a reign 
defined mostly by paralysis and scaiuU^ President Oita's punuic cf r efir r em 
dify ratification of the TCB was a daosion fee narrow politicaj motives^ 
noc out cf personal conviction Putting the traacy up See voter approval at 
a time ol acon^ic uncertainty aad popular skepnciam about goveromeoc^ 
Chirac and his allies ^cepced a leva! cf political raspMMibilicy foe sAich titty 
wera clearly unpeeparad. Thinbng that Pranca's European consensus would be 
enough to get the treasy passed^ Chirac and tttt Reffiarin govemmeot optad to 
stay above the Iny of campaigning for the TCE in favor of goiog about their 
day today business and occasiooally trying to discredit the No. 

But sdsai they did nee do is arguably more tmponant. By avoiding lof^« 
tetm active iovoNemenc lothecampaigofor t^Yes, Praoce's leadets abdicated 
the central represeocetional respemsibiliry ^ opioion iaadersbip As Stimeon 
C2004) and Zaller (1992) argue^ public opicjon about policy a driveci largely 
by the aeue pMDsicions and arguments forged by political a^ socioeconomic 
elites, putting elected leadets at t^ oominaj summit cf dieopiruon lawktship 
hierarchy. Tba impoemnce of titt opinion iaadersbip role ameng elected leaders 
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li compoujxkd by d>eir MspofBibxlx<i». In f«pr9W)c^ 

<iocdi smUI which politick sci«nc« pfmnrs oi vich, tvprmocatjvs muse 
d>oos6* «icJm fo curfy ftvoc with cooit)fu£cic& by CMhilly to 

<lMir Afid co^K^fu aikJ ai loicfucced dd^^aM^or tika thair 

MCU& ai ksK^miiaty akcud iaadm aa a Mcdata to do what at^ chin^ la 
bastaa a crxfiM abova tba VKisajiodes ol^publk opifuoo^ tbayM tlttOfetkaliy 
baholikfi by dw foob of accouocabilicy co Mlhm to popuUr vmws aithar by 
fbU owing Of chfm (ndaad« m a cogciifivaly mebiliaad politicat aovH 

fooMf At (Dalton) whara vocm hava inatant ac<m to rha aayingt and doioga 
of at^t aketad ia^afs^ tha concape of loog^ra <ongruanca batwaan votar 
praStraocaa aikJ policy ilaciaionadnctibad by Hob«r ai>J Powall C199^)ia vual 
both to tha alaccofal auccaatof laadata^ to polxtkalatabihcy aod copc&uivapol« 
icy ouccomaa. Vhiia soma iiscofd la obvioualy nacaasary^ a nft t^rwaan laadara 
aodvotaaaaaaaunaiva aa thataxamplifiad by FfaAca^iTQaiawlvancafa givaa 
caoaaforooncam aboot rhaaftc^y c/Praoch in^icaiions 

Ia Ffanca^ taw modam laadan policed daciaiona atricrly baaad on 
public optAioo^ car cam chat chair aketoaai of govatrmant nttikkfia& tittir 
high baval ol^trtioing atabta in&ticution&likaSciactfaa PoaiidrEcolaNaiicauJa 
d* Ad Auoist ration (BNA>maka tbam temora cpuJibad rojudgaaicuatkoa and 
maka policy thao tba voting w^&aaa Thd li p«fckubfiy trua of paatidantt in 
tha Fifth RapiUic, whotiocaQualat DaOaubta hava adopaad lofty cpiruons of 
thacnaalvat aa aketad rtica^aacht of rupaama oi^r&aars of rutionai aovaraigrvcy^^ 
who caaa about tba paopla'a opinion only wbao chay uoiUtatally ra^uast it in 
pfasidaAtially saoctiooad rataranduM. Tha laony ^ ratarandum was eba 
tita ofona of rhamott agtagiousaiamplax of paatidannai aJooIrMt in tba Fifth 
Rapaiblic is polpabkbut doax nca la pao va tha aicuatioci. For Pra&idaru Chirac^ 
always a Burkaan rapaasantativa in thapufaac saosa« probiaas with raapoosva^ 
nasa to tha paopta wata abundantly avklant avan as ha aoncaincad titt w ft f erw 
duns on July 14^ 2004 Though ha paonsisad to addsaas public concama about 
ho datachntaot ftoa votara^ ho paftomunca in tha T^E campaign o strong 
avidanca that this laison waoe unkaaoad. Bathar thao gacting mora involved 
m t^Yas campaign as tha yolk scamd tottUAtowaadt tha Noin Maath 200)^ 
Quaac bacama mora ramovad ft^h the ptocaa^ speaking coc ordy lo cf&ciaJ 
aacemgs Idea his diawtous *iocarvene»on with Frarvh youths* in Apcit and ho 
two sokmo« aniious talaviaad spaachas from tha Blys4a Palaoa His daciaton to 
sacuM himiaU ftom tha viruknt TCB debata was both pafscoaJ and politkal 
as ha was having haalds pfoblams and with appfoval saiiogs in tha low }Vi, 
was known to ta aliability But by ^opaing a Buskaan rapsasaAcational sesat^ 
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tgj, QkifM coot the pcftifioci thFC W would Fmm to tutfj t^ TCE by 
b^ing vii)bty tuppof t)V6 of tbe cfwy H>e cwij) W^Awntt of htlote to 

t t^Mofpublk Mociffittc about titt trai^ aj>d a£t oo ie<ot^M wxth 
datire to be a trustee tepMemative ocJy to avoid Ixilfillin^ tfU5teeobl)$i£Upns 
of cpioion k^erahjp <otfAbine to constitute a Uluie of cep men cation on cbe 
jmtt ot Preocel ptoaident 

The 6tfeet of the TCB a rooted not ont^ lO Ptetidanr Chieacl abortconv 
iskfi but ici a mote ^neral criaia of tepMerwatioci. Vlth FtiAce'a iull Pa^ 
li^menc voting 1}C~^6 oo Fabmaty 28, 200) co ^opt chaogea to Fifth 
Republic Cooatutftion in order to alEow Sor implementatioci of the TCB upon 
Its rtk re oibiy approvals Pra^el entire k^aUtive branch efto^tively ^avetluir 
ai^spoec to tbe rteaty Rep r e se ntative of all the 100 Afatvmenu chat structure 
Preoce ^miniacratively^ the overwhelming majoeicy of iegiabcore also engaged 
themselves to ^ajn the atqspoec of their consticuenre far AeTCB by voting lor 
e change to the Fifth Republic Conacicuuon That these Iccally^councable 
represe ncetives, some of whom were sueely ewaee ef the facts on tbe ground 
about domeanc socu^onomk concetns and the uncercaiocy <£ the BU*i role 
in Freods li£s^ failed to incite their con^atrxots to support the TCB implies 
thee the dbcooneccion between the poople and tlttir elected leaders lO Prance 
wea not merely e dec r ete incident cf Hay 200) Iskstead, it suggests serious 
scructurel flews ac the hearc ^ t^ Preruh system Namely^ the dmrd between 
elected leaders ted tbe pecpie lO th& case reveals the glasiog abseoce of real 
nounrabilicy to France By accepting tbe tnanreb of preaidennal, govern* 
mental and legislative st^poec lor cbeTC£« France's elected leaders positioned 
titttnselvea cole^the public co approve tbe treaty Inste^^ they left tt^ task of 
leadership to a group c^ mostty und acted ettsemist lexers from tbe No camp 

Ibuod an aoiious acd recepave public ready to meeiftsc tlwirdieapproval 
cf Ftam's current peJiticaJ and economk suuenon in a mdicaoc mass mobilK 
sation against the TCB. 

Vhet are we to tbe viability cf repeeseotaiive democracy when 

tiu discord between tbe goals of elected elites and the values of the mass public 
expands to an eateru where legisletora cabirvet members afuJ a president And 
themselves on the oppurire side of an issue from the people that tiuy nonse 
nelly represent^ Is there any accountabilicyin asyscam where this situatioo cao 
occur aiul is "remedied'' by a mere cabinet reshuffle at tbe govemmeot level^ 
Surely Preoch voters were pemrsdy vKcorkuson May 29^ to tbeeitent thee 
if their leaders didn't hear rheit concerns beCceeharvd^ tte No's victory lorced 
the French politkal claas to think about whet was goiog on But tbe spring 
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chii u m rhecw FraiM'i No aJIovoJ vc«m fo cxpnM th^ir commit about 
Fractf as paasaof and bus from a political pmpaaive^ it did rubjog to 

impcova aithar cca^ttffipMfy coaduiom or Imura pr^pacts For tba FmKh 
polincat da&s^ tha cboica ai this sta^ s at ms <laar ^kAowlulga u>d saak to 
sapuir tbt ma&s^lita gap ai>J taka aaa&um to ra&tora public contickm in 
l^ovamffianc or pot tha stabilxcp of FraAca's imticucictu in aatioaa du^ac 
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